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Welcome to American Ballet Theatre’s 2026 Pride Night, celebrating the LGBTQIA+ community at ABT
and beyond. This evening is dedicated to the queer artists of the past, present, and future who have made
immeasurable contributions to our beloved art form. Queer artists have always been present in ballet
despite their stories rarely being represented on stage. In recognition of works which have expanded

our perspectives and made plain the unspoken, we present a selection of ballets in the ABT repertoire
that represent LGBTQIA+ stories. These works have paved the way for ballet to represent the widest
array of narratives, in the hopes this only continues to grow. Additionally, to continue to engage with the
community off the stage, please explore the local organizations listed on the reverse providing essential
support to the queer community, and the next generation of queer artists.

(DRINK TO ME ONLY WITH THINE EYES
Choreography by MARK MORRIS

Drink to Me Only With Thine Eyes first appeared in 1987 as an
excerpt in the groundbreaking Dancing for Life Benefit in support of
research, education, and care around AIDS. With roots in the benefit,
the piece is inextricably linked to the queer community. The ballet
boasts a playful ease and naturalness as it tests the limits of ballet
tradition and warps classical technique. The full ballet received its
World Premiere in 1988 in ABT's Metropolitan Opera House season.

SERIOUS (PLEASURES
Choreography by ULYSSES DOVE

Subtitled “the merciless battle between spirit and flesh,” Serious
Pleasures is an intense and sensual ballet about “love in the age of
AIDS.” His unique choreographic style, set against a dramatic design,
is prevalent in the emotionally charged movements and poses.

The ballet received its World Premiere by ABT at the Civic Opera
House in Chicago, Illinois in 1992 and was particularly noted for its
individual showcasing of ABT's talented corps de ballet members.

TOUCHE
Choreography by CHRISTOPHER RUDD

Choreographed by Christopher Rudd, Touché explores male love
and intimacy. Through partnering, acrobatics, and the work of an
intimacy director, the pas de deux offers an explicit representation
of gay sexuality. Touché received its World Premiere in the ABT
Today virtual gala in 2020, danced by Calvin Royal IIT (Adam) and
Jodo Menegussi (Steve). It was first performed for live audiences
at the David H. Koch Theater during ABT’s 2021 Fall season as part
of ABT's first official Pride Night.

From Top: Lucette Katerndahl, Ross Yearsley, Shawn Black, and Robert Wallace in Drink to Me Only With Thine Eyes. Photo: MIRA.; American Ballet Theatre Dancers
in rehearsal for Serious Pleasures with Ulysses Dove in 1992. Photo: Frederick Wiseman; Calvin Royal IIT and Jodo Menegussi in Touché. Photo: Rosalie O'Connor
Photography. Background: Sierra Armstrong and Remy Young in Overlook. Photo: Tom Kimmell Photography.



OVERILOOK
Choreography by ADRIANA PIERCE

Overlook is a loving testament to the unique and varied
ways in which two women communicate and connect in

a nuanced, queer relationship. They create a world for
themselves in which they feel seen, comfortable, proud, and
respected. Overlook received its ABT Company Premiere at
Green Box Arts Festival in Green Mountain Falls, Colorado
in 2021, danced by Sierra Armstrong and Remy Young.

WOOLF WORKS
Choreography by WAYNE McGREGOR

Woolf Works depicts the life and works of Virginia Woolf in
a triptych of ballets choreographed by Wayne McGregor.
Woolf's legacy as a queer literary icon permeates the ballet,
with on stage representations of sapphic romance from
Mrs. Dalloway and gender fluid identity in Orlando. Woolf
Works received its ABT Company Premiere at Segerstrom
Center for the Arts in Costa Mesa, California in 2024 and
was created in partnership with The Royal Ballet.

Live Out Loud is a New York- By centering the
based nonprofit dedicated to experiences of trans, non-
h n empowering LGBTQAI+ youth. binary and genderqueer
Through vital initiatives like the dancers in practice and
LIVEOUTLOUD . o
School Program, Homecoming creation, Ballez embraces
(// \\) Project, and Young Trailblazers the vitality of positive,

Scholarship Program, the inclusive change. Ballez
organization connects students was founded in 2011 by

CONNECTING - EMBRACING * TRANSFORMING

with comprehensive identity- genderqueer choreographer
affirming educational resources, Kade Pyle. Ballez re-
rich cultural history, and inspiring modern role models. By imagines ballet class, culture and the canon, and has produced
partnering with schools, families, and corporate allies, Live four major story-ballets: The Firebird, a Ballez (2013, Danspace
Out Loud fosters safe, identity-affirming environments Project), Sleeping Beauty & the Beast (2016, La MaMa), Giselle

where young people build confidence and develop as future  of Loneliness (2021, The Joyce) and Travesty Doll Play Ballez
leaders. For 25 years, they have helped the next generation (after Coppélia) (2024, Chelsea Factory). Ballez is currently at

navigate challenges and live proudly, authentically, and work on a trans re-imagining of Swan Lake. Come take class,
confidently. Learn more at liveoutloud.org. support their work, or learn more at ballez.org.
For teens and young adults TH E The NYC LGBT Community
navigating life, there’s one door in Center provides a safe and
THE New York City that is always open. affirming place for LGBTQ+ New
For over 50 years, The Door has CE NTER Yorkers to connect, organize, and
D U U H been a trusted place for young THE LEABIAN, OAY, BISEXUAL & thrive. Established in 1983, The
people between 12 and 24, offering TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY CENTER  Center has grown to meet the
Where Young PeopleThrive ~ COMPrehensive programs and changing needs of New York’s
services, where everything is free LGBTQ+ community, delivering services that empower people to
and everyone is welcome. The lead healthy, successful lives. Operating in-person and virtually,
Door’s on-site charter high school, The Center provides recovery and wellness programs, economic
Broome Street Academy, serves 300 students annually, advancement initiatives, family and youth support, advocacy, arts
with priority seats for youth in foster care or transitional and cultural programming, and space for community activism
housing. The Door: Where young people thrive. Learn more and celebration. Learn more at gaycenter.org.

at door.org.

Scan the QR code to visit ABT’s Bloomberg Connects
guide to learn more about ABT, the ballets featured
on the reverse, local organizations supporting the
LGBTQIA+ community, and more.

From Top: Sierra Armstrong and Remy Young
in Overlook. Photo: Tom Kimmell Photography.;
Scene from Woolf Works. Photo: HELL




