
 

 

 

 

CYNTHIA HARVEY TO DEPART AS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  

OF THE AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE JACQUELINE KENNEDY 

ONASSIS SCHOOL AT THE END OF THE CURRENT TERM 

 

NEW YORK, NY (February 17, 2022) — Cynthia Harvey, Artistic Director of the ABT 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School since 2016, will leave her role at the conclusion of the 

school year in May 2022. A former Principal Dancer with ABT (1982-1996), Harvey was 

appointed Artistic Director of the ABT JKO School in January 2016 at the invitation of ABT 

Artistic Director Kevin McKenzie. 

Harvey’s six-and-a-half-year tenure at the ABT JKO School was marked by significant 

accomplishments, including an increase in enrollment and scholarships, the institution of 

mentoring programs for boys in the Children’s division and students in the Pre-Professional 

Division of the School, and an expansion of its diversity, equity, and inclusion programs. 

Through such programs as “Raising the Barre,” which brought together celebrated figures in 

dance, renowned coaches, and dance historians for classes, demonstrations, and discussion, 

students and faculty were provided with a rich training experience. At the onset of the COVID-

19 pandemic, Harvey instituted the School’s first online daily classes, with faculty and students 

working remotely for 19 months. In addition, she expanded the reach of the ABT JKO School’s 

programming and National Training Curriculum by offering online classes to dancers aged 16 

and over, adults, and teachers worldwide.  

“I am forever grateful to Kevin McKenzie for entrusting me to oversee the ABT JKO 

School and National Training Curriculum,” said Harvey. “The students have been immensely 

inspirational, which makes leaving them heart-wrenching. My gratitude extends to the parents of 

these students for their support, and to the incredible team, past and present, of ABT’s Education 

Department, who work tirelessly and with a dedication that is second to none. I am enormously 

proud of the extraordinary faculty of the ABT JKO School, from whom I’ve learned so much.  
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I sincerely believe that the School and the Company will go from strength to strength.” 

“In bringing her vast experience as a performer, coach, teacher, and choreographer, 

Cynthia strengthened the foundation of the ABT JKO School, which will have a lasting impact 

for years to come,” said McKenzie. “Her professionalism, knowledge, and caring manner have 

been a guiding force for so many over these past years.” 

In addition to her long performing career, Harvey has served as a respected coach and 

guest teacher with companies around the world. She staged Giselle for the Norwegian National 

Ballet (2009), a full-length production of The Sleeping Beauty for Hong Kong Ballet (2010), 

“Kingdom of the Shades” from La Bayadère for The Royal Ballet of Flanders (2015), and a 

production of Don Quixote for Singapore Dance Theatre (2015). She has served as teacher, 

coach, and jury president for the Prix de Lausanne competition and was co-host of the Prix’s 

2022 livestream. Harvey plans to continue teaching, coaching, and staging her works around the 

world and will serve as a consultant for “To the Pointe,” a newly established arts management 

company in the United Kingdom.   

A formal search for a new Artistic Director of the ABT JKO School will begin 

immediately.   

For more information on ABT’s training programs, please visit: 

www.abt.org/training/dancer-training/. 

 

About American Ballet Theatre 

 

AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE is one of the greatest dance companies in the world.  

Revered as a national treasure since its founding season in 1940, its mission is to create, present, 

preserve, and extend the great repertoire of classical dancing for the widest possible audience.  

Headquartered in New York City, ABT is the only cultural institution of its size and stature to 

extensively tour, enchanting audiences for eight decades in 50 US states, 45 countries, and over 

480 cities worldwide.  ABT’s repertoire includes full-length classics from the nineteenth century,  
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the finest works from the early twentieth century, and acclaimed contemporary masterpieces.  In 

2006, by an act of Congress, ABT was designated America’s National Ballet Company®.   

 

Find out more at ABT.org and follow ABT dancers at @abtofficial on Instagram, on Twitter at 

@ABTBallet, and on Facebook at @AmericanBalletTheatre. 
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Follow American Ballet Theatre on social media: 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanBalletTheatre
https://twitter.com/abtballet
https://www.tiktok.com/@americanballettheatre?lang=en&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.instagram.com/abtofficial/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHWzHQb-KlMeAU9t2uANQhA
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